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SHORT 


REFLECTIONS 


UPON 


PATENTS,  &c: 


'  P&Jb&Mp-,  Shall  always  be  of  the  Opinion 
4  i  ^  that  nothing  is  beneath  a  Man, 
4  '4  wh  ich  can  be  of  Service  to  Mankind 

44S&+44  and  prevent  the  Hurt  of  Individuals, 
In  order  to  this,  and  without  other  Reafons  for 
fo  doing,  or  my  catting  invidious  Reflections 
upon  any  one ;  I  thought  myfelf  obliged  to  lay 
before  the  Public  the  Nature  of  Patents,  efpe- 
ciaily  thofe  for  Noitrums,  and  the  Way  to  pro¬ 
cure  them;  I  believed  this  the  more  neeeffary9 
as  I  never  met  with  a  Perfon  that  underftood 
this  Matter  right;  but  on  the  contrary  had  ve¬ 
ry  wrong  Notions  of  it.  1  took  the  Trouble, 
feme  Years  ago,  to  enquire  at  the  Office, 
where  thefe  things  are  tranfaded  ;  fo  that  1 
cannot  be  impofed  upon,  nor  do  wrong  to  thofe’ 
who  are,  or  fhall  be,  moil  concerned  in  thefe 
proceedings. 


* 


In 
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In  the  Reign  of  William  and  Mary  (if  I  re¬ 
member  right  the  Time)  there  puffed  an  Adf, 
in  order  to  encourage  Ingenuity,  which  Veiled 
a  Power  in  the  Crown  to  grant  a  Patent  to  eve¬ 
ry  one,  who  fued  for  it,  for  obtaining  an  exclu- 
five  Privilege  to  prepare  and  vend,  during  the 
Terms  of  fourteen  Years,  what  they  could 
make  an  Oath  of  was  entirely  their  own 
Invention.  Such  a  Law  certainly  reflects  great 
Honour  to  the  Auguft  Afiemhly  where  it  puff¬ 
ed:  Happy  had  it  been  for  thou  funds,  if  no 
Abufes  could  have  rebuked  from  fe  good  an  In¬ 
tention  r 


That  thefe  Grants  fhould  be  of  Utility  to  the 
Public,  the  Petitioners  promifed  (but  not  upon 
Oath)  to  leave  at  the  Office  the  right  and  ge¬ 
nuine  Method  of  preparing,  and  adminiftring 
thefe  new  difcovered  Medicines, within  four  ca¬ 
lendar  Months  from  the  Date  of  the  Patent. 
It  was  a  confiderable  Time  before  (if  my  In¬ 
telligence  is  juft)  Phyfic  had  any  Share  in  thefe 
Favours,  but  unfortunately,  they  are  become 
of  late  very  numerous. 

In  Confequence  of  fuch  a  Law,  any  Sub- 
jedt,  whofoever,  learned  or  ignorant,  has  a 
right,  upon  fwearing  as  above,  to  petition  for 
a  Patent,  and  I  believe  it  is  not  in  the  Power 
of  thefe,  who  grant  it  to  refufe,  at  leaft  it  is 
hardly  ever  done.  Therefore  any  low  Mecha¬ 
nic  may  afk  for  fuch  a  thing  in  favour  of  the 

mod 


moft  trifling  Inventions,  as  the  Patent  Shot, 
Paper  Hangings,  &c.  and  what  will  ex¬ 
cite  Wonder,  is  that  provided  you  only  alter  a 
Thing  in  a  fmall  Degree,  or  fubflitute  an  In¬ 
gredient  for  another  of  no  Signification,  or  add 
a  trifling  one,  in  a  medical  Preparation,  and 
change  its  Name,  it  is  not  looked  upon  as  Per¬ 
jury  to  take  an  Oath,  that  the  Perfon  is  the  In¬ 
ventor.  By  thefe  Means  feveral  common  Com- 
pofitions  in  the  Materia  Medica,  are  fold  as 
Noftrums  or  Secrets  at  an  extravagant  Price; 
among  many  I  remember  fome  Years  ago,  one 
Hayward’s  Patent  Powder,  which  is  nothing 
elfe  but  a  Preparation  of  crude  Antimony  and 
Nitre  rubbed  together,  27  Grains  to  the  Dofe ; 
two  Pounds  of  thefe  Ingredients  coft  but  two 
Shillings,  and  according  to  the  Price  this  Com- 
pofition  was  fold  at,  it  produced,  1.  242.  This 
had  a  great  Run  for  a  little  while  in  the  Gout. 

I  imagined  that  a  Perfon,  who  did  defign  to 
get  a  Patent  was  obliged  to  bring  Proofs  of  the 
Efficacy  and  Inoffenfivenefs  of  his  Ncftrum 3 
but  the  Soliicitor  laughed,  when  1  afked  him 
fuch  a  Quefiion,  and  told  me  that  provided  the 
Empiric  fwore  that  the  Idling  was  his  own 
Invention  it  was  fufficient-  that  without  mak¬ 
ing  any  further  Enquiries  about  it  he  could 
fuceeed.  I  was  extremely  (hocked  at  this. 

j 

I  then  defired  to  read  the  Copies  of  fome  of 
the  Recipes';  I  prefently  found  that  thefe  were 
all  fallacious  and  Impofitious ;  confequently 

they 


they  could  never  oe  of  the  leaf!  Service  to  the 
Community;  for  it  was  impoffible  for  any  one 
to  comprehend  the  manner  of  preparing  the  Re¬ 
medies,  or  even  the  Names  of  the  Ingredients; 
thus  the  good  and  laudable  Dcfign  of  the  Legif- 
lature  is  entirely  fruftrated,  it  even  fuch  Medi¬ 
cines  could  be  of  real  Service,  or  were  not  al¬ 
ready  known.  I  was  once  fpeaking  to  a  Perfon 
concerned  in  fuch  an  Affair,  and  afked  him, 
why  the  Manner  of  making  up  and  giving  his 
Remedy  was  not  in  the  Office  in  a  right  Me¬ 
thod  ;  he  ffniled  and  with  great  Afihrance  told 
me,  can  you  imagine  we  will  pay  near  eighty 
Pounds  for  a  Patent  and  let  all  the  Apothecaries 
in  Town  to  work?  No,  no  indeed. 

If  it  was  required,  I  could  prove  very  plainly 
that  many  Patent  Noftrums  have  not  the  leaft 
Quality  afcribed  to  them,  to  cure  the  Diftem- 
per  they  are  fold  for;  that  others  do  a  great  deal 
ofMifchief:  and  many  are  inferior,  and  a  great 
deal  dearer  than  what  are  commonly  fold  in 
the  Shops. 

To  what  therefore  can  we  compare  the  Im¬ 
pudence  of  thefe  Fellows,  who  ufe  the  Words. 

His  f - d  M — ~y  having  taken  into  his  r— 1 

Confideration  the  Virtue  of  a  Medicine  (perhaps 
for  the  Cure  of  a  fhameful  Diftemper)  in  Com- 
paffion  to  thofe  thus  afflicted  has  granted  Pa¬ 
tents,  &c.  &c.  whereas  as  I  laid  before,  the 
Remedy  is  never  known ;  for  in  the  Place  of 
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the  genuine  Recipe,  an  abfurd  and  nonfenfical 
one  is  filed  at  the  Office  four  Months  after 
the  Patent  is  publiihed.  Would  any  rational 
Creature  after  reading  this  Account  pay  a  Re¬ 
gard  to  Remedies  introduced  into  the  World 
in  this  Manner?  and  would  they  truft  their 
Health  to  People,  who  are  thus  diflioneft  in 
more  than  one  Refpedt?  Shall  we  not  pity  the 
Misfortune  attending  too  often  thofe,  who  are 
dazzled  hy  the  illuftrious  Name  made  ufe  of  ? 
Should  we  not  endeavour  to  find  out  a  Reme¬ 
dy  for  this  growing  Evil,  and  prevent  the  Abufe 
of  a  Law, which  cannot  be  rectified  by  thofe  who 
grant  Patents,  but  only  by  the  fame  Authority 
who  enacted  it? 

A  Fellow  has  by  thefe  means  a  Licenfe,  (if  it 
can  be  fo  called)  perhaps  to  do  mifchief,and  it  is 
certain,  without  the  Intention  of  thofe  who  cannot 
help  granting  a  Patent  for  every  Invention. 
Thefe  Permiffions  give  as  great  a  Privilege  to 
pradtife  Phyfic  as  any  Degrees  from  the  Uni- 
verfity,  or  the  Admiffion  into  the  Royal  Col¬ 
lege  of  Phyficians.  The  Inferences  which  may 
eafily  be  drawn  from  thefe  Things  are  left  to 
the  Reader. 

But  in  order  to  aeft  juflly,  and  according  to 
my  real  Intention,  I  moft  humbly  prefume  to 
offer,  that  for  the  future,  if  any  Pcrfon  fues  for 
a  Patent  in  the  medicinal  Way ;  the  Opinion  of 
the  Prefident  ar^d  Cenfors  of  the  College  may 

be 
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be  had  firft,  as  it  was  in  regard  to  Mrs,  S tephem\ 
Medicines  :  and  in  order  to  come  to  the  full 
Truth,  that  they  may  have  Power  to  examine 
into  the  Nature  of  the  Remedy  propofed,  and 
the  Proofs  there  are  of  his  Efficacy  *  and 
that  the  Petitioner  delivers  into  their  Hands 
upon  Oath  the  genuine  Receipt,  which  will  be 
immediately  fealed  up  and  kept  fo  for  four¬ 
teen  Years,  and  then  to  be  rendered  public  for 
the  Benefit  of  the  People:  The  Prefidsnt  and 
Ce.afors  promifing  not  to  divulge  the  Nature  of 
the  Compofition.  At  the  fame  time  it  appears 
abfolutely  neceffary  that  thefe  Gentlemen  fhould 
give  in  their  Opinion,  whether  the  future  Seller 
or  Difpenfer  of  the  Noflrum  is  really  capable  to 
adminifter  it,  without  Danger  to  the  Lives  of 
his  Majefty’s  Subjects. 

To  promote  this  falutary  End,  I  take  the 
Liberty  to  offer  a  Subfcription  to  obtain  an  Adi 
of  Parliament  for  the  above  Purpofes;  there 
can  be  no  doubt  of  fucceeding  as  foon  as  the 
Legiflature  is  acquainted  with  the  Premifes. 

By  thefe  Regulations,  I  hope  that  it  will 
appear  very  plainly  that  this  Method  will  be 
productive  of  great  Good  to  the  public,  and  of 
more  Advantage  to  really  honeft,  induftrious, 
and  capable  Inventors  of  Remedies,  who  may 
have  the  Sanction  of  thofe,  who  only  can  be 
proper  Judges  in  fuch  Cafes. 

FINIS. 


